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fleet, however, was active on the west coast, and against the Corinthian colony of Potidaea on the Chalcid'ic peninsula; and it expelled the ^Eginaetans from yEgina, where Athenian citizens were planted.
Next year the second devastation of Attica was a less alarming experience than an appalling visitation of the plague, doubtless seaborne from Egypt or Phoenicia. Greece in general was spared, but the overcrowding within Athens intensified the virulence of the pestilence, so that perhaps a quarter of the population perished. In spite of the plague, Athens had vigor enough to continue her naval operations in the west and to reduce Potidsea. It appeared that the influence of Pericles was shaken; the moment was deemed favorable for an attack on him; yet it failed, and he seemed more firmly established than ever, until in the next year death carried him off.
About the time when Pericles died, the Peloponnesians had completed the investment of Platsese, which had been begun earlier in the year. The valor and resourcefulness of the little garrison enabled them to hold out for almost two years through one of the most memorable of sieges. Ultimately they were starved into surrender, and the Thebans glutted their own revenge by slaying the captiv.s and leveling the city to the ground. If Athens had not resolve 3 on the general policy of leaving the land unprotected, she would not have ventured to lose her hold on what was an important strategic position covering the road between Megara and Thebes.
Meanwhile one of the allies which were still not tributary revolted. Mytilene, with nearly the whole island of Lesbos, rebelled against the control, which had been exercised without severity, but was nevertheless intolerable according to the Greek ideas of city autonomy. So great was the indignation at Athens that when, after a year's resistance, Mytilene was forced to surrender, the Athenian assembly voted that the whole male population should be put to death. The more moderate and politic party, however, succeeded in procuring an Extraordinary Assembly, which reversed the terrible decision. The sentence was absolutely on the point of being carried out when the vessel carrying the reprieve succeeded by almost superhuman exertions in arriving at Lesbos. Only the ringleaders were actually executed; but the Lesbian fleet was annexed, and the walls of Mytilene were destroyed.
'The death of Pericles left no successor of at all the same caliber, The ultra-democratic constitution brought to the front on the one side demagogues, men of the people, with whom it was an axiom that there was no political virtue among men of birth and station,'; and on the other side men who were thoroughly convinced that every popular leader must certainly be a scoundrel. Respectability chose for its chief the eminently respectable and blameless Niktas. The popular leader was one Cleon, who has been pilloried forever by